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Note.—The French Parliament (like Germany's, when she had one)
has always consisted of many small groups, unlike the British two-
party (latterly three-party) system. This is due partly to the fact that
the President has no power of dissolution, partly to the shape of the hall
—semicircular instead of oblong.
No. 68.—THE CONSTITUTION OF THE GERMAN EMPIRE
(1871-1918).
An adaptation of the North German Confederation (N64) to suit the
altered circumstances—the change of title, and the inclusion of the
south German states.
executive : An Emperor, who was in theory almost as absolute as
Frederick the Great, especially in his control of armed forces. He
appointed a Chancellor, who was responsible to him alone. The
Chancellor appointed all other ministers, who were responsible,
separately, to him alone—there was nothing resembling the British
or French Cabinet system.
legislature : A Federal Council (Bundesrath) representing the
ruling Princes ; met in private. (Prussia had seventeen out of fifty-
eight members.)
A Parliament (Reichstag] elected by manhood suffrage. Expressed
public opinion ; controlled the Budget—but much of the revenue was
independent of this. The Chancellor found it advisable to seek its
good will; but it could not dismiss him, and he could dissolve it.
(Prussia had 236 out of 397 members.)
Note.—This Imperial Constitution must not be confused with the
Constitution of Piussia (granted by Frederick William IV in 1850)
(N53). The Emperor was King of Prussia, and the Imperial Chancellor
was also President of the Prussian Council; but tne two political
entities were distinct.
No. 69.—RUSSIA UNDER ALEXANDER II (1855-1881).
" The Czar Liberator " with humanitarian and liberal tendencies.
Renounced the severe repression of his father. Aimed at winning the
support of the peasants rather than that of the nobles.
Emancipation of Serfs (1861) despite bitter opposition of nobles and
officials.
Half the land retained by landowner, half became collective property
of the Mir or village-community, on payment of certain dues. System
worked badly ; left peasants worse off than before, ruined many nobles.
Local-elected Councils (Zemstvos) (1864) modify the old system of
centralised bureaucracy.
But the Governors of the provinces contrived to nullify   hem by
excessive use of their power of veto.
Second Polish Insurrection (1863).   (See § 137.)
Rise of Socialism.   The Czar's reforms had upset everybody and
everything.    Disappointed and disillusioned, Alexander checked his

